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Abstract

This paper aims to examine the approach to child labor in Iranian teenage poetry
up until the year 2011 through a statistical, descriptive-analytical approach. To this
end, fifteen poets specializing in children’s and adolescent literature were selected.
From their collections, one to five poetry collections written for the age groups “J
to H” were chosen to study the evolution of this theme up to 2011, considering
the historical development of the poems. The study also seeks to answer questions
such as: Which aspects of the lives of child laborers are reflected in teenage poet-
ry? And what changes have occurred in the aesthetic approaches to this theme in
teenage poetry? The results indicate that poets have somewhat neglected this sig-
nificant social reality. Only a few poets have created outstanding works by adher-
ing to both literary merit and social awareness. The diversity in perspectives and
the non-stereotypical content of works on this subject reflect the genuine impact
of the suffering and challenges faced by these children on the poets. This, in turn,
has led to the creation of vivid and creative works, enhancing their aesthetic value.
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