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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Animation hasbecome one of the most influential media formsin
children’ slives, playing an important role in shaping attitudes, emotions, values,
and behavioral patterns. Media psychology research suggests that children are
strongly influenced by narrativeswhen they identify with charactersand become
immersed in story worlds. Contemporary theoriestherefore emphasize narrative
engagementandidentification askey mechanismsofmediainfluence. Despite the
growth of Iranian animation production, most studies have focused on explicit
messages and ideological content rather than narrative processes. The animated
film Bacheh Zerang (2023),one ofthe most successful recent Iranian animations,
combinesadventure storytelling with cultural, environmental,and moral themes.
Throughrelatablecharacters,suspense, humor,andculturally familiarsettings, the
filmseeksto engage youngaudienceswithoutrelyingon direct moralinstruction.
Giventhelimitedscholarlyattention to thisanimation, the presentstudyexamines
how itsnarrative structure activatesidentification and narrative engagement and
how these mechanisms may contribute to children’ scognitive and moral devel-
opment.

Methods: This study employed a qualitative descriptive—analytical design using
theory- driven contentanalysis. The analysiswasguided by the theory ofnarrative
identificationandnarrativeengagementproposedby ValkenburgandPeter(2013).
Bacheh Zerang was selected as a purposive case study because of its popularity,
cultural relevance, and narrative richness. The overall narrative structure ofthe
film served as the primary unit of analysis, while characters, plot development,
conflicts, suspense, dialogue, and setting were examined as secondary analytical
units. Theanalysisfocusedon fourcategories:identification potential,dimensions
ofnarrative engagement, narrative devices, and potential educational outcomes.
Datawerecollectedthroughrepeatedviewingsofthe film,systematiccoding, the-
maticcategorization,andtheoreticalinterpretation. Tostrengthenvalidity,findings
were compared with previousstudiesin mediapsychology and narrative theory.
Findings: The findingsshow that Bacheh Zerang eftectively promotesboth narra-
tive identification and narrative engagement among child audiences. The protago-
nist, Mohsen, isportrayed as arelatable child whose personal growth from impul-
siveness to responsibility facilitates audience identification. Supportive characters
provide emotional security and guidance, while antagonists create conflict and
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suspense. The film’ s adventure- based plot, progressive challenges, and suspense
mechanismssustain cognitive involvement and imaginative participation. Familiar
Iranianculturalsettingsstrengthenaudienceconnectionandnarrativeimmersion.In
addition,humorandcolloquialdialogueincrease emotionalaccessibilityandreduce
resistance to the film’ sunderlying messages. O verall, the interaction ofcharacteri-
zation,suspense,setting,andhumorenablesthe filmto communicateenvironmental
and moral valuesindirectly through an engaging narrative experience.
Conclusion: The resultsofthisstudy demonstrate that the animated film Bacheh
Zerang effectively integrates narrative identification and narrative engagement
mechanismsto create ameaningfulstorytellingexperience for children. Through
the careful design ofrelatable characters, engaging plot structures, culturally fa-
miliar environments, and humor- infused dialogue, the film encourages young
viewersto become emotionally and cognitively involved in the narrative world.
Within thisimmersive framework, moral and social valuessuch asenvironmental
responsibility, friendship, perseverance, and the possibility of moral transforma-
tion are internalized indirectly through narrative experience rather than explicit
instruction. Thisfindingsupportstheoreticalargumentsin mediapsychologythat
emphasize the persuasive power of narrative engagement over direct moral mes-
saging. Furthermore, the study illustrates how global narrative structures—such
asadventure plotsand suspense- driven storytelling—ean be effectively combined
with culturally specific symbolsand valuesin Iranian animation. Thishybrid nar-
rative strategy enhancesboth entertainment value and educational potential. The
findings also suggest practical implications for animation producers and educa-
tors. Prioritizing compelling storytelling, relatable characters, and emotionally
engaging narrativesmay be more effective than overt instructional approachesin
communicatingethicalandsocial valuesto children. Futureresearch couldexpand
thisinvestigation through empirical audience studiesthat measure actual levelsof
identification and engagement among child viewers. C omparative analyses be-
tween Iranian and international animated productions may also provide deeper
insightsinto culturally specific narrative strategiesin children’ smedia.
Keywords:BachehZerang(2023),Children’ sAnimation,Identification,N arra-
tive Engagement.
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