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Expended abstract

Introduction: This study examines the evolutionary trajectory of child abuse representation within
children's and adolescent cinema, seeking to elucidate the correlation between such representations
and the socio-cultural transformations in post-Islamic Revolution Iran.

This research focuses on children's and adolescents' cinema, a genre that narrates the issues of
children and adolescents, centers its stories around child protagonists, and considers them its
primary audience. Children's cinema serves as an appropriate medium for monitoring various
issues affecting children, including child abuse. Following the Islamic Revolution, this cinematic
genre has encountered diverse approaches toward social issues, such as child abuse, and has
experienced fluctuations deeply influenced by the country's political, cultural, and social
transformations. Iran has undergone significant changes since the Islamic Revolution. In each
period, children's and adolescents' cinema has followed a different trajectory of emergence,
growth, and development, engaging in the narration of children's lives and their needs and
circumstances. Consequently, the representation of child abuse has also undergone transformations
in each period

Utilizing Representation Theory, this research analyzes the depiction of child abuse in children's
and adolescent cinema. According to this paradigm, cinematic imagery does not merely serve as a
reflection of reality; rather, it functions as a mechanism for meaning-making. By leveraging its
unique affordances, cinema engages in the representation of real-world phenomena, thereby
attributing meaning to them and participating in the social construction of meaning. This meaning
is continuously shaped and renegotiated through interactions with the cultural context, society, and
audiences, ultimately constructing cultural perceptions and collective beliefs. Throughout the
various eras following the Islamic Revolution, representations of child abuse have emerged by
accentuating specific facets within this cinematic genre, reflecting the shifting cultural priorities
regarding children and their treatment. Through the lens of representation theory, this study
analyzes these priorities in relation to the broader socio-cultural shifts within society.

Methode: This research utilizes a qualitative content analysis approach. Qualitative content
analysis transcends the literal meaning of words or objective textual content by interpreting both
manifest and latent patterns. Even when numerical data is incorporated, the study maintains its
qualitative nature due to its fundamental methodological characteristics. In this study, descriptive
frequencies were employed solely to facilitate a more robust description of the findings. The
research population comprises all Iranian children's and adolescents' feature films produced in the
four decades (1980-2010) post-Islamic Revolution. While 247 films were initially identified, 199
films were deemed accessible and thus constituted the study's population. Following a
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comprehensive screening of all 199 films for instances of child abuse, 110 films exhibiting specific
abusive behaviors and manifestations were selected and subjected to rigorous analysis.

Findings: The findings indicate that, in alignment with the significant shifts of their respective
eras, films emphasize evolving changes in the status of children, thereby offering distinct
representations of child abuse .In the yaA-s, the position of children was defined through the lens

of traditional and familial values; consequently, the representation of child abuse during this
decade was characterized by "repressive behavior." In the \aa.s, the status of children was framed

through a critical perspective emphasizing the necessity for systemic revision. Representations of
abuse in this decade moved away from repression, instead highlighting the significance of
emotional bonding, the prevention of neglect, and respect for the child's bodily autonomy. During
the v--..s, children occupied a dual position, simultaneously facing structural repression while

being redefined within the context of a modernizing society. Representations of abuse in this
period emphasized individual growth and personal agency. Finally, in the v-\.s, the focus shifted

to the child's position within the "modern family" unit. Representations of abuse offered a critical
gaze toward the modern family, with the "modern mother" positioned at its center.

Conclusion: In various periods following the Islamic Revolution, child abuse has been represented
in children's and adolescents' cinema, with different aspects being emphasized in accordance with
the transformations of each era. These representations reflect the cultural priorities of each period
regarding children and their treatment. Throughout these periods, the status of children has
gradually shifted from being entirely submissive individuals within the framework of the
traditional family to having their individuality recognized as important and valuable.
Consequently, the role of the family has evolved from enforcing obedience to creating a secure
environment for nurturing. However, this transformation is accompanied by cultural concerns
regarding the functioning of the mother-centered family in modern society.
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